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Program Notes

Local Group vs. The Virgo Supercluster was composed from February 2nd -15th

2005 and was premiered on April 26th 2005 by Lawrence Golan and the Lamont Symphony Orchestra
at the University of Denver.

In recent years, I have settled into a routine: I compose from a little before sunrise until about noon;
then, I eat lunch and retire to my couch for a short nap, often leaving the television on. On one such
occasion, I was watching a program on astronomy and cosmology while I fell asleep. As I awoke, I heard
a scientist on the program discussing the grouping of galaxies into larger structures or clusters. He
mentioned that the galactic cluster called the Local Group, which includes the Milky Way, would
eventually collide with a larger galactic group, the Virgo Supercluster. In the hypnagogic, half-asleep
state at the end of my nap, this provided fertile material for my aural imagination. The soundscapes of

Local Group vs. The Virgo Supercluster are an attempt to recreate this experience.

Biography

Br andon Vaccaro (b. 1976) is a composer and performer based in Denver, CO. He studied

composition with Carter Pann, Donald Keats, Malcolm Lynn Baker, William Hill, and Chris Malloy.
His principal guitar teachers were Masakazu Ito and David DiMichaelis.

He has worked with a number of ensembles including the Experimental Playground Ensemble,
Kallisti, Free Love Ensemble, Coefficient of Friction, Ground, Shutter Trio, the Vinca Quartet, and the
Tosca Quartet. His works have been performed in the United States and Greece.

Also, active as a teacher, he has taught at the University of Denver's Lamont School of Music and the
Community College of Denver. He is the recipient of the 2005-2006 Cecil Effinger Fellowship in

Composition at the University of Colorado in Boulder.






Instrumentation
2 Flutes [Flute II = Piccolo]
2 Oboes [Oboe II = Eng. Horn (F)]

2 Clarinets (Bb) [Clarinet II = Bass Clarinet (Bb)]

Bassoon
Contrabassoon

4 Horns (F)
2 Trumpets (C)
2 Trombones

Tuba
Timpani (4)

Percussion 1
Glockenspiel (GLOCK) (15ma)
Cymbals (CYM. CRASH)

Percussion 2

Tubular Bells (TUB. BELLS)

Tam-tam (w/bow) (TAM)

Bass Drum

Vibraphone (shares instrument with Perc. 3)

Percussion 3

Vibraphone (w/bow) (VIBES)
Suspended Cymbal (SUS. CYM.)
3 Tom-toms (TOMS)

Snare drum
Harp

Violins I
Violins II
Violas
Cellos
Basses (8vb)

Notes to the Conductor:

Measures 84-90 (p. 14-15) are marked "Senza Tempo." I suggest that the conductor should
indicate the beginning of each "measure” with a downbeat. This section should last about thirty
to forty seconds. Accordingly, each "measure” should average about five seconds, with some being
slightly longer or shorter as indicated by proportion in the score. As the marking indicates, there
should not be a unified sense of pulse in this section. While the conductor will presumably be
counting time is seconds during this section, this should not be indicated to the players as to

avoid falling into a sense of 60 b.p.m.
Duration: ca. 4% minutes
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