BRANDON VACCARO

TRIO

For

Clarinet, Cello, and Piano

I.  With Vigor o= 110+
II. Mysterious and Eerie Jz 60

II. With Subdued Intensity J=4o;
Lively and Moving J=15o

STUDY SCORE

Parts available upon request

MYSTERY CABAL
Denver CO, USA

www.mysterycabal.com



TRIO
For
Clarinet, Cello, and Piano

By
Brandon Vaccaro

Performance Time: Approx. 27 min.

I -9°00” +
II -9°00” +
III - 800" +

Notes to Performers
Cello Notation

In this work, a distinction is made between glissando (with the slide lasting the duration notated) and

portamento (notated pitch is held most of duration followed by a quick slide into the next pitch). In

cases where no indication is given, a true glissando is assumed.

Piano Notation
Boxed notation is used for notes inside piano. The pizzicato should be played with the fleshy
part of the finger or thumb unless nail is indicated ( ). Very few specific pizzicato pitches are
called for; the specific pitches that are called for (indicated on a grand staff) are on the bottom five
strings and should be easy to locate by counting from the low A.

There are a few large stretches in the first movement that may be unreachable for some
players. I have provided alternatives in ossia measures.

Thanks:
William Hill, Richard vonFoerster, Chris Malloy
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Program Notes

Trio for Clarinet, Cello, and Piano was composed from April to November of 2003. It was
premiered on April 12" 2005 by Michelle Eudeikis, Richard vonFoerster, and Theodor Lichtmann
in Hamilton Hall at the Newman Center for the Performing Arts in Denver, Colorado.

My interest in the “large work™ as a compositional medium is the result of my fascination
with synthesis. Much of my work combines the many musical styles that have influenced me
(hopefully into a cogent and unified whole). The forms traditionally used in longer pieces usually
result from the interplay and synthesis of contrasting themes and tonal areas. I have adapted a
traditional formal design to serve as a venue for my stylistic exploration.

The Trio follows the traditional fast-slow-fast formula, with the fast movements involving a
more linear and contrapuntal style. The forms of each movement are driven by the thematic content.

The two contrasting thematic areas in the fast (first and last) movements unfold and interact
in quasi-Sonata form. There are many internal references in the piece, and the relation of the themes
of these two movements is one of the most important. The first theme of the last movement is
related to the countersubject to the first movement’s second theme. The second theme of the last
movement is a thematic transformation of the first movement’s first theme, and in the climax of the
last movement, it mutates to encompass both themes from the first movement.

The slow movement is a seven-part Rondo (A B A’ CA” B’ A”). The A sections make
prominent use of an augmented triad, and the form of this movement is the result of the tonal
motion through this triad, with each refrain using a different member of the triad as the root.

The Trio is dedicated to Donald Keats, who was my composition teacher during my
undergraduate studies. There are a number of subtle references in the Trio to my favorite piece of
Don’s, his Piano Sonata (Boosey & Hawkes, 1961). Don has continued to be an influence on my

work, and I am deeply indebted to his patience and dedication as a teacher and advisor.
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